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 The newsletter of Great Baddow High School  



 
 

In October we held our annual open evening.  Such is the popularity of the school 
that there were literally hundreds of visitors and Duffield Road was at a standstill 

at one point.  Following on from the open evening, the deputy heads and I 
conducted tours of the school for numerous prospective parents throughout 
October and November.   
 
Many of you will have attended the recent Search for the Stars talent show, 
organised by Miss Lynch.  We are very proud of all the students who took part in 
what proved to be a thoroughly enjoyable show.  Judging was extremely difficult 
and the overall winners were Jack Davine and Zac Fenlon.  Two of the performers 
also took part in the Springfield Star Talent Show, a few days later, where they 
competed against students from seven other local schools, including some 
specialist performing arts colleges. I am delighted to say that Naomi Willey came 
first and Tamara  Anderson was third.  Naomi won £500 and a trophy for the 
school.   
 
At the time of writing preparations are well underway for our annual carol service, 
which is once again being held at Chelmsford Cathedral. This yearôs event is being 
produced by our new head of music, Miss Cooper.  The music department staff 

have worked extremely hard organising this event, which will involve over two 
hundred student singers and musicians and I am certain it will be a most 
enjoyable climax to the end of term.   
 
On December 17th we are holding our annual presentation ceremony, when we 
will celebrate the success of our A Level students as well as presenting academic 
and sporting prizes for students in every year group.  We are delighted that the 
Mayor of Chelmsford, Councillor Tony Sach, and Mayoress, Mrs Lorraine Sach, will 
be attending.  Our guest speaker for the evening is Dr Paul Whittaker OBE.   
Dr Whittaker, who is profoundly deaf, is the founder and driving force behind the 
charity  Music and the Deaf.  He has been a regular, and most welcome, visitor to 
the school, holding music workshops for our hearing impaired students.  We look 
forward to an enjoyable evening, especially seeing many of our ex-students and 
hearing how they are faring in their university or working lives.   
 
It only remains for me to wish all the students, parents and staff a very happy and 
peaceful Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  School resumes at the usual time 
on Monday, 4th January. 
 

Roger Hunton 
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On Tuesday 17th November we held a stargazing evening to coincide 
with the annual Leonid meteor shower.  Pupils and staff all wrapped up 
well to brave the cold and topped up on hot drinks supplied by Mrs Law 
in the sixth form block.  
 

Dr White managed to focus an image of 
Jupiter and its moon through the 
telescope and we could see the Pleiades 
star cluster (Seven Sisters) through 
binoculars.  We were fortunate that the 
weather held and we managed to see a 
few ñshooting starsò and a tracking 
satellite. 

 

Dr T Ghoneim, Science Department  

STARGAZING  

 

 

 

Thank you to students and 
staff who supported our 

Children In Need cake sale. 
The cakes were made by the 
SEN staff and sold by student 

volunteers. 
 

The event raised £204 for 
Children In Need funds. 

 
 

The SEN Department 



IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR PARENTS  
 

Please be aware that the Education Welfare Service is 
planning to undertake a ñregister sweepò during the spring 
term (January to March).  If your child is absent from 

school without a valid reason  you may receive a visit at 
home by the Education Welfare Service. 

 
Paul Farmer 

Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral) 

GOLD CLUB DRAW  
 

The results of the autumn term draw, which took place in school  
recently, are as follows: 
 

Prize  Value   Share No.   Winner  
1st  £120   45    Mr M Thurgood 
2nd  £50   178    Mr L Swann 
3rd  £50   68    Mrs A Dowsett 
4th  £50   32    Mrs J Strutt 
5th  £50   17    Mr A Green 
 
The draw was carried out in school by the Gold Club Treasurer, Debbie Bowring and 
our office manager, Mrs Bonner. 
 
If you would like details of how to join the Gold Club please contact Mrs Bonner either 
by telephone (01245 265821) or email: pb@gbhs.co.uk.  
 

ARRANGEMENTS DURING SEVERE WEATHER 
 

In the event of the school being closed 

because of bad weather we will notify the local 

radio stations (Heart FM Essex and BBC Essex 

Radio) who will broadcast this information 

early in the morning.  

 

Please also check the schoolõs website: 

www.greatbaddow.com  



Congratulations to the following Year 12 students who were elected as 

prefects following the ballot by our students and staff at our Pastoral Day in 
November: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The prefects perform many duties to support younger students and the school as a 
whole.  They will be trained as peer mentors working in the newly opened Help 
Centre.  They are a group of super young people and I am certain they will prove to 
be outstanding ambassadors to the school.  

 

Ms Karen Bousfield  
Deputy Headteacher   

 
 

In the interests of safety please 
may we respectfully remind 
parents NOT to drive into the 
school site either before school or 
after school before 5.00pm.  
 
Thank you for your co -operation.  

Robert Andrews Eloise Bensusan Emily Caleno 

Richard Clifford Scott Clifford Liam Couch 

Melissa Cowell Rhys Dudley Lucinda Goodwin 

Rosie Kersys David Langley Catherine Pover 

Olivia Power Emma Willey  



Our new Year Seven tutors and pupils are a fantastic community.  They have already gained a great 
reputation for, among other things, having excellent manners and a really positive team spirit.  
During the first half term they enjoyed being taught in their tutor groups and forming working 
relationships with others in their class. When they returned from the half -term holiday, they were 
placed in sets so that the teaching could be exactly tailored to their individual learning needs.  We 
were very impressed with the smooth transition, which further demonstrated the mature approach 
to school life. 
It was thought by many staff that our parent/tutor evening in October was the best ever attended. 
While showing excellent commitment, this did mean that some parents had to wait very patiently to 
see their childôs tutor. Thankfully, our parents understood this was because many very purposeful 
and informed discussions were taking place about the children.   
 
This term, Year Seven have collectively received the lowest ever number of C3 detentions given to 
pupils within a year group.  This is fantastic news, but unsurprising to myself and Miss Nicholson.  
It would seem that our charges have understood the system and like all of us, are far more keen to 
receive praise than punishment.  All of our rewards are presented to the students in assembly, 
except the bronze awards due to time constraints. Our rewards structure is as 
follows: 
 
15 credits  =  Bronze Award (given out by form tutor)  
25 credits   =  Silver Award + small edible treat  
50 credits  =  Gold Award + Ã5 HMV or Waterstonesô voucher 
75 credits  =  Platinum Award + item of stationery  
100 credits  =  Diamond Award + Ã10 HMV or Waterstonesô voucher 
 
Over the course of  the year, each form group will perform an assembly to the rest of the year. We 
very much enjoyed 7N1ôs fantastic musical assembly using samba drums. 
 
This has been the first year that each form group has been 
attached to one or more sixth form prefects, for support and 
guidance.  Prefects have attended Form Time on a weekly 
basis and have established positive relationships with pupils 
to provide them with an alternative support network. This 
highly successful initiative will run throughout the whole 
year.  
 
 In mid -September, we enjoyed our first Pastoral Day.  We 
worked with the Happy Puzzle Company on a variety of 
problem solving and team building activities. One of our 
other favourite activities was learning dance moves with Bam Bam Boogies.  We also learned about 

the importance of Road Safety, gained awareness of 
the day to day experience of our hearing impaired 
students and learned how to use the library.  All 
students were able to choose a reading book, free of 
charge.  
 
In October all students watched a great piece of 
theatre as a follow up to the road safety session 
previously mentioned. This was called Second Chance 
and was performed by the Tiny Giants theatre 
company.  
 

Year 7 News  



 

On 17th November, we all went to the Westminster 
area of London, managing to fill five large coaches. 
We really enjoyed learning about the history of the 
city during a river boat cruise along the Thames.  
We also experienced a more modern aspect of our 
capitalôs culture with a flight on the London Eye and 
then learned a great deal about different types of 
aquatic life in the flagship Sea Life Centre.  
 

Year Seven are proud to be working with Ms Cooper 
and Mr Chew in the music department. The result of 
all of their hard work will be seen and heard at the 
Christmas Concert in Chelmsford Cathedral on the 
15th December.   
 
We offer our thanks to Mr Cottee who, when he 
was part of our team, supported us on so many 
levels. This is true not only of during the transition 
from Year 6 but also during this first part of Year 7.  
 
Finally, Ms Nicholson and I would like to thank all of 
our tutors and pupils for making this term such a success. Long may it continue throughout the next 
decade! 
 

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for 2010  
 

Mr N Wilson and Miss K Nicholson  
Head and Assistant Head of Year  

 

 
 

 

 

A Studentôs View: 
 
Since September when I joined Great Baddow High School I felt really welcome, with all the teachers 
helping me and telling me where to go. The teachers and tutors are also really nice. Our first 
Pastoral Day was really good because we did lots of different things like puzzles and Bam Bam 
Boogie dances. The second Pastoral Day was even better because we went on a school trip to 
London and went on the London Eye,  had a river cruise on the Thames and went to the aquarium. 
So far there have been two school trips for Year Seven in a short period of time, which has been 
great!  When you do well in class you get credits, which there are prizes for. You also have a dinner 
card and each term someone wins an award for eating the healthiest food.  
 
Nathan Bloore, 7E2  



Congratulations  to Cameron Bacon of 7E2 who recently won the 
end of year motorcross championship.  He was presented with his 
trophy by Brad Anderson,  a British motorcross champion.   
 
Cameron has won a very impressive twelve trophies in what is his 

first year of motorcross racing .   This is an amazing achievement.  Well 
done Cameron. 

 
 

ICT AT GREAT BADDOW  

The ICT department has had another exciting term with many new developments, 
new courses and new software.  

 
As well as all of the hard work, the ICT department has offered a wide range of extra

-curricular clubs and classes; from cc4g, a computer club especially for KS3 girls, to 
coursework sessions and more challenging session for our gifted and talented 

students. We have been offering students the chance to play Wii sports and use the Wii Fit challenges to 

monitor and improve their physical and mental wellbeing. The Inter -House Wii Sports League is well 
underway with Years 7 to 9 completed this half term and years 10 to 13 to come.  Look out for the sign -up 

sheets in the new term.  
 

Mrs Kibble, Faculty Leader: ICT -BS 

 
In the New Year cc4g will start again in room M16,  every Thursday at 3:15pm. It is really good fun and we 

create lots of great things, including:  

¶ Magazines 

¶ Homepages 

¶ Logos 

¶ Playing games 

 

 

Once you join our club you will become a permanent member and receive cc4g bag, folder, pens, stickers and 
a certificate after you have finished a project.  However, you will only get these things if you come regularly.  

Remember,  cc4g is for GIRLS ONLY!  The teacher is Mr Bracken and he makes it fun for everyone.  We are 
also helped by some great sixth formers. We intend to create a film which will be lots of fun.  

 
We would especially like lots of Year 7 and 8 girls to join.  Come and see Mr Bracken to get a form.  Once you 

have filled it in you can come along to the next club.  We look forward to seeing you.   
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Tapping Teacups and How Long Will You Live?  

 
On Tuesday 24th November, forty two sixth form mathematicians had a 
glimpse of what it would be like to study at Cambridge University.   The 
Maths Inspiration event brought together three of the countryôs finest 

university lecturers to show the relevance of 
maths in our everyday lives.  
 
 
 
The expert mathematicians explained how 
to use mathematics  to:  
 

¶ Impress people at a party;  
¶ Predict the weekendôs football scores; 
¶ Work out what age you will live to be.  
 
The event at the University of Cambridge Music Department dealt  with 
a whole range of topics and finished with a ñMock the Weekò style 
challenge for the presenters.  Any member of the audience could choose a topic and the lecturers 
would have to talk about the link between that subject and maths.  
 
Topics chosen included: The X Factor, fried eggs and curtains. 
 
The sixth formers were amazed to hear that Google  was invented by two mathematicians who 

subsequently became multi-millionaires. 
 
Florence Nightingale  (left) was exposed as 
the most famous female mathematician of all 
time as she practically invented statistics. 
 
Students were delighted to get an insight into 
university life and also see that mathematics 
is very important to everything we do outside 
of the classroom. 

 
For further information see Mr R Mills in the Maths Department.  

 

ððððð   POPPY APPEAL  ðððð- 
 

Thank you to the staff and students who supported 
this yearôs Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, which 
raised the sum of  £211.37. 



What exactly was going on the in School Library during lower school lunch on 

Tuesday, 10th November? Why not ask the library gang? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

¶ The gallery became a science laboratory and, supervised by Miss Rodea and Mr Davis, controlled 

experiments (each related to the Anthony Horowitz books) were carried out by eager lower school 

participants. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

¶ The Biography Corner doubled-up as a drama studio and enthusiastic mini productions of 

scenes from the Harry Potter  books were performed, much to the delight of the audience.  
 

 
 

 

 
                                    
  
 

Reading Can Be Fun!  

Librarians James, Jemma, Abigail and Jess supervising The Science Behind Horowitz  

Members of the Library Gang, Josh, Bethany and Sean, rehearse their Harry Potter drama.    



 

¶ Linking their activity to last yearôs winning Essex Book 

Award title, The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd, 
Beth and Tara fired questions at the completing teams, who 
moved slowly round the Eye in pursuit of top position.  

 
 
 

 
 

¶ Meanwhile, other students hunted the Golden Ticket around 

bookshelves festooned with sweets (just like Roald Dahlôs 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory) - ably assisted by 
Charlie, Christine, Amy and Kira. Thanks to Mrs Hudson for 
the very lifelike, oversized sweets.  What a shame they 
couldn't be eaten! 

 
 
 

 

¶ Members of Year 7 were also desperate to ñcrack the codeò 

and release their popular head of year, Miss Nicholson, who 
had been imprisoned in the library cupboard by Lucy, Dana, 
Jena and Louise. 

 
 

 

 
 

¶ The final challenge was entitled Name That Book .  Emma 

and Harriet challenged contestants to identify the book from 
a selection of fiction-related objects.  Mrs Green was one of 
those who rose to the challenge. 

 

 
 

Thanks to the hard work from the Library Gang, the event lived up 
to its name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, reading can be fun! 
 

 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas from  
The Library Gang  

Louise McKenzie Year 8 ñI think it went quite well because lots of Year 7s turned up and 
had a good time.ò 

Bethany Bushby Year 9 ñIt was really good and it looked like the students were enjoying 
themselves.ò 

Gemma Andrews Year 8 ñAll the year 7s seemed to enjoy the activities we did.ò 

   



 

Art Department trip to Paris October 2009  

During the October half-term break, Mrs Foottit and  
Miss Mitchell took a party of sixth form art students to Paris.  
 
The itinerary included visits to Muse® DôOrsay, the Louvre, the Pompidou Centre, the Picasso 
Museum and Montmartre. 
 
Here are some of the comments from the students:  

The Musee dôOrsay was a really interesting mix of 
older artwork and modern pieces.  Some of the 3D 
pieces, especially the furniture exhibition, were 
really thought -provoking and vibrant.  The 
Pompidou Centre was a huge expanse of coloured 
pipes and outside escalators which was very 
unusual.  Some of the artwork inside was even 
more unusual but really useful to me.  

Louise Aaron  
 

After waking up 
exceedingly early 
and catching the Eurostar from Ebbsfleet to GrandôNor, we 
finally arrived in Paris.  Throughout the trip we had daily 
discussions on how to navigate the French underground and, 
despite some girly shrieks when a blaring horn would sound 
every time the train doors opened (with or without us on it), 
we managed to reach the hotel without too much trouble!  
Once we had put our luggage in our rooms the trip started 
straight away as we headed for the Musee DôOrsay.  I enjoyed 
looking at the artwork displays, especially those which gave me 
ideas to develop my work at home.  One of my favourite parts 
of the trip was our visit to the Pompidou Centre.  The 
architecture of the building itself was fascinating, with its criss -
cross and interesting pipes and glass-like elevator.  We visited 
the contemporary women artistsô exhibition, once inside, 
which displayed some very strong and expressive pieces, 
shown mainly in an unconventional manner.  Overall I liked 
the modern attitude and feel of the Pompidou Centre, which 
gave me confidence to try something different with my 
coursework. 
 

Ellie Turnbull  



Cover Artwork  
 

By Carolyn Arnold  
Year 13  

After a successful two hour train journey on the Eurostar, we 
arrived in Paris.  We then struggled to find our hotel, looking like 
typical tourists with maps and suitcases.  We found the hotel and 
had a rest.  Our journey began...  

Louise Gregory  
 

The museums and galleries we visited in Paris influenced and 
inspired ideas that I could use for my own work.  I really enjoyed 
going up the Eiffel Tower as the views of Paris were amazing 
from the top.  Some of us got the chance to try some of our 
French skills in the restaurants we went to in the evenings.  

Leanne Stubbings  
 

The best part of our trip to Paris was visiting the Eiffel Tower.  
We were able to go to the top and look over all of Paris, which 
was beautiful.  We also sat underneath and drew the structure 
which has particularly helped me develop outcomes for my A-level 
coursework.  
 
I enjoyed visiting the museums such as the Louvre and the 
museum of modern art.  The artwork there was very inspiring and 
gave me new ideas which I have used such as having the Eiffel 
Tower as the main focus and making it seem intimidating and 
overpowering. 

Callie Arnold  

 

The Paris trip was great fun but also a very helpful one.  The 
museums visited have largely influenced many of my current 
outcomes.  My room-mates and I at first disliked our less than 
perfect room but soon got into a regular routine ï key, light, tv, 
cards - and it became quite homely.  The Eiffel Tower was 

amazing and the city was gorgeous.  Overall a great trip.  
Imogen Ashby  


