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The Newsletter of Great Baddow High School  



Headmasterõs Letter 
 
The Autumn Term ended on a high with our annual Presentation Ceremony.  
The evening included the presentation of academic and sporting awards.  The 
Mayor of Chelmsford, Councillor Tony Sach, presented the academic awards 
and our guest speaker was Dr Paul Whittaker OBE, who presented the A Level 
Certificates.  Sporting awards were presented by our Chair of Governors, Mr Graham Mundy. The 
evening was an opportunity for staff and parents to celebrate the success of our students.  
 
Academic prizes were awarded as follows: 
 
The Carol Buck Prize for special effort and achievement: Katie Rolfe 
The Charles Cottey Prize for service to the community: James Braddy 
Governorsô Prize for leadership within the sixth form community: Polly Kersys 
Overall A Level Prize: 1st Ryan Hamnett, 2nd Abigail Atkins, 3rd Liam Messin 
Physics Prize: Ian Cullen 
Mathematics Prize: Ryan Hamnett 
Art Prize: Harvey Brown 
ICT Prize: Harvey Brown 
Biology Prize: Ryan Hamnett 
Chemistry Prize: Ryan Hamnett 
Mathematics Prize: Ryan Hamnett 
Psychology Prize: Ryan Hamnett 
Business Studies Prize: Tom Acorn 
Design and Technology Prize: Paul Thorpe 
English Literature Prize: Jack Booth 
French Prize: Camilla Loxton 
German Prize: Camilla Loxton 
General Studies Prize: Sarah McIlwain-Bates 
Media Studies Prize: Lewis Scoging 
Physical Education Prize: Lee Stopher 
Physics Prize: Ian Cullen 
SPECIAL AWARDS  
Year 7: Todd Sewell; Year 8: Hannah Davies; Year 9: Lucy Matthams; Year 10: Jess Neary 
 
At the end of January the school was pleased to welcome childrenôs author Linda Newbery, who 
spent the day working with our students.  This was Ms Newberyôs first visit to the school and the 
students thoroughly enjoyed working with her.  We thank the school librarians for organising the 
visit.   
 
Many of our Year 7 students took part in a charity sleepover at the end of January to raise money for 
the Haiti Earthquake Appeal.  Through sponsorship the students raised over £1,700.  I would like to 
congratulate them  and say a special thank you to Mrs Law, as well as her staff and student helpers, 
for making this possible.  A further £1,600 was raised through our non -uniform day.  Thank you to 
the parents, students and staff who supported the appeal.  
 
 

 

Roger Hunton 
 
 
 
 



IMPORTANT MESSAGES FOR PARENTS  
 

School Attendance and Requests for Leave of Absence  
In an attempt to maintain and improve our attendance rate, we are aiming to 
reduce the number of holidays taken by students in term time.  The DCSF has 
carried out studies which show a strong link between attainment and attendance.  
For your child to achieve their potential they must attend school regularly.  
 
Could I please draw your attention to the school policy regarding requests for leave 

of absence?  We greatly value the positive relationship between parents and the 
school and we do not want the issue of holidays to create a conflict in this 
relationship.   
 
Parents do not  have a statutory right to leave of absence during the academic 
year.  The school will consider approving a leave of absence request only  if there 
are exceptional circumstances, for example severe illness or family bereavement.   
 
Please do not put the school into the position of having to decline requests for 
leave of absence, which can result in a referral to the Education Welfare Service.  
We greatly value the success of our students and any absence from school can be 
to the detriment of their learning.  
 

Register Sweeps  
Please be aware that our school works in partnership with the Education Welfare 
Service and is committed to improving the attendance and attainment of all 
students in the school. 

 
As a matter of good practice, register sweeps will now be conducted and I would 
ask for your co-operation in following school procedures if your child is absent from 
school. 
 
Home visits may be carried out jointly by the Education Welfare Service and school 
staff if parents or carers have not contacted the school to provide a reason for a 
childôs absence by 9.00 am on the morning of the absence. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter 
further.  
 

Punctuality  
A small minority of students are late to school. All students should be on the school 
premises by 8:40 am . Morning registration starts at 8:45.  
 

 
Paul Farmer 

Deputy Headteacher 

 



Uniform Issues  
 

We need your support.  Some students have 
managed to convince their parents that black 
ótrainer typeô footwear is acceptable to wear at 
school.  Our uniform policy is quite clear that 
students must wear appropriate shoes. 
 

We will contact the parents  of students who are 
wearing  inappropriate footwear to school and 
discuss with them when they can replace the 
offending items. 
 
Also a reminder ï no hoodies please. 
 
Thanking you in advance for your support.  
 

Mr P Farmer (Deputy Headteacher) and  
Mr A Degge (Senior Teacher) 

 

COVER ARTWORK 
 

Louise Aaron  
 

Year 13 





 

For the first time, the Modern Foreign Languages 
Department  organised a trip to the Christmas market in Lille 
in the north of France.  Here is a brief summary of what we 

did that day.  
 
At 6am on Friday 4th December 2009, forty one Year 9 students and five members of 
staff (Mrs Mills, Mr White, Miss Wheeler, Susy our French assistant and myself) met at 
school.  For some pupils it was their first trip to France, which was even more exciting - 
despite the fact it was very early in the morning.  
 
We boarded the coach at 6.30am and we set off on quite a long journey.  We crossed 
the Channel by Eurotunnel and we arrived in Lille around lunchtime. The weather there 
was glorious, despite being cold.  We were very lucky to avoid the rain.  
 
Students were given the opportunity to practise their spoken French by interacting with 
French people and asking them questions about the Lille Christmas market and their 
shopping habits. 
Five students, i.e.  Amy Clark, Katie Rolfe, Lucy Kings, Celine Jennings and 
Hannah Davies ,  did really well with this activity and were presented with a certificate 
in an assembly.  
 
Students had about 3 hours and 30 minutes in Lille town centre to explore the market 
and other shops. They were able to experience French food and purchase typically 
French gifts for their family.  
 
We then headed back to the coach and left for the Cité Europe shopping centre in Calais 
next to the Eurotunnel Terminal.  The students were able to purchase a hot meal there 
and do even more French shopping.  We found that quite a lot of students were looking 
at French magazines in the shops and buying Milka chocolates and óbonbonsô.  A lot of 
Euros were spent on the day. 
Unfortunately, this long but exciting trip had to come to an end.  We left France around 
9pm via Eurotunnel and arrived back at the school (in the rain!) at 10.30pm.  
 
We are hoping to run this trip again next year as it was such a huge success. 
 

Madame Sykes  -   Modern Foreign Languages Department  
 
 

 

 



Modern Languages Department 
visit to the Lille Christmas 
Market,  4 December 2009  

I really enjoyed the trip to Lille and Cité Europe.  There was lots to buy.  Even if you did not buy lots of 
things from the market, there were plenty of shops to buy from.  Anyone who is reading this who did not 
get the chance to go on the trip, I would advise you to go if you get another chance.  

Lewis Wilson 9N2 
 

I enjoyed the French trip because there was a variety of stores in the market and elsewhere in Lille.  I liked 
the worksheet that was given to us because it got us to interact with the French people.  Cité Europe is like 
Lakeside or Bluewater shopping malls.  There are shops to suit all needs.   Overall, the Lille trip was great.  
Thank you to the French department and Madame Sykes. 

Nick Clayden 9W2 
 

I enjoyed the French trip because we were allowed to go around by ourselves. We had a laugh and the 
shops were good.  It was good because we also visited Cité Europe, which has good shops for everyone.  
Overall the trip was great.  We all had lots of fun.  

Paige Holbard 9W2 
 
 

I really enjoyed the trip to Lille, as it was a fun way to practise speaking French, knowing that you could 
buy something as well.  We also went to Cite Europe which was good, especially in Carrefour to see how 
different their supermarket was to ours.  I would definitely go on a French trip again as it was useful and an 
exciting way to learn and practice French!  
 

Laura Talbot,  9N2 
 
 



HAITI  SLEEPOVER 
@ GBHS 
 

On Friday 22nd January 2010, forty one Year 7 
students, thirty nine girls and two boys, came to the 

sixth form block at Great Baddow High School to raise 
money for the people of Haiti that desperately need 

food, water and medicine after the huge earthquake 

a few weeks ago. 
 

Upon arrival, all of the sponsorship money we had 
each raised was given in and all of the bedding was 

stowed in The Ark and S9.   
 

We then had a talk about what we would be doing 

during the evening. After that, we had a spectacular 
disco with Mr Crowl who very kindly charged nothing 

for his DJ skills.  We danced along to Thriller and  
YMCA and all in all had a fabulous time. Then, we 

settled down with a hot drink and a cake  and 

watched some of the news on Haiti, during which 
many tears of sympathy were shed. 

 
When all the drinks and cakes had been finished and 

cleared away, out came the newspaper and the 

sellotape. The challenge was to make designer outfits 
for a bride and groom made entirely from newspaper!  

And, as expected, some of the things that the bride 
and bridegroom were wearing were hilarious!  

The next challenge was very relevant.  We had to 
make a weatherproof shelter for someone homeless 

living in either Great Britain 

or Haiti.  And the twist was, 
we had to make it out of 

cardboard  We were given 
15 minutes in which to 

complete the challenge. By 

then it was around midnight and everyone was 
starting to get tired. So we all had another hot 

chocolate and cake before snuggling down into our 
sleeping bags to watch a film and then went to sleep.  

 
Most of us started to wake up at 6.30am. By 7.00am 

we were all sitting in our sleeping bags while  óThe 

Best...ô prizes were awarded, starting with The Best 
Caterpillar (in a sleeping bag)  - the winner being 

Charlotte Bennett!  Then we sat and told each other 
scary stories, much better in the daylight, and then at 

8.00am we got up and cleared up the carpet of 

squashed Pringles and popcorn, rolled up our 
sleeping bags and got ready to go home. 

 
By the end of the Sleepover we had raised just over 

£1,400.  Our final total a few days later, when late 
sponsor money had all come in, was £1,709.64 for 

the Disastersô Emergency Committee Appeal for 

Haitian earthquake survivors.  Thank you to all the 
people who so generously sponsored us.  Thank you 

also to the many staff who came in to make it such a 
great night.  

 

Ellie Grice  -   Year 7  



Q. What do you call a gathering of students      
       taking part in the Essex Book Award Scheme?  
 A.  Revved up readers!  
 
And that is what we had in the library 
at Great Baddow High School on 
Thursday, 28th January when author 
Linda Newbery visited us and 
enthused nearly one hundred staff 
and students from schools across the 
county about her recent book The 
Sandfather, which is one of the six 
new books shortlisted for this yearôs 
Essex Book Award, organised by the 
hardworking staff of the local Schools 
Library Service. 
 

There was a great deal of discussion 
about all of the books, but The 
Sandfather, a óheart stopping search for 
identity by a teenage boy desperate to find 
his fatherò provoked the most discussion. 

 

 

 

 

Our own teenagers fired a round of perceptive questions at the author, learnt how the idea of the 
story came into being and discussed the power of the image of the father -figure built in the sand, and 
slowly but inexorably being washed away.  Some agreed with the author that the cover of the book 
did not do justice to the content and that a picture of the sand figure on the front would have been 
more striking. 
 
The Essex Book Award scheme for this year will end at February half term, all the votes from students 
throughout Essex will be counted and the overall winner announced. 
 
Meanwhile, if you are tempted to read The Sandfather, here is a taster:  
ñHal was trying to run ï stumbling, floundering, his feet sinking into loose 
sand.  Ahead, the Sandfather walked away, sure-footed, his outline blurred 
against the dazzle of the sea.  He was made of the same stuff as the beach; 
fine, glittering grains, moulded into the man -shape.  He belonged here. 
 
Hal tried to shout ñWaitò but the word lodged in his throat. 
 
The Sandfather didnôt pause, or look back.  He splashed into the shallows, 
then waded deeper.  The waves tugged at him, fretted and sighed, washed at 
him and over him.  Dissolved him.  Hal stood helpless on the shore.  Now 
there was nothing to show where the Sandfather had been: only the seaôs 
vastness, and the long curve of the bay.ò 

Linda Newbery with a representative from each of 
the ten schools taking part in the event.  

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://img1.fantasticfiction.co.uk/images/n60/n302569.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/v/jenny-valentine/ant-colony.htm&usg=__mvKfH-GJCTsvXCoxVPU39PTTiiA=&h=482&w=316&sz=38&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=sSzsbAPiRR
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.walker.co.uk/walkerdam/getimage.aspx?id=9781406315035-1&size=webuse&imgrefurl=http://www.walker.co.uk/Deathwatch-9781406315035.aspx&usg=__EcqwAdVlgiJMuWUMWl-GPH_8keE=&h=648&w=422&sz=250&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=Q
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.newsfromnowhere.org.uk/img/books/9781406315172.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.newsfromnowhere.org.uk/books/DisplayCategoryBooklist.php?CatID=13&usg=__Yyi-IbW609h65SeJdVnvpLv2vS8=&h=192&w=125&sz=5&hl=en&start=7&tbn
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.allenandunwin.com/BookCovers/resized_9780747594772_224_297_FitSquare.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=94&book=9780747594772&usg=__jXzW115FR9mzO-3bimKePuANTbs=&h=297&w=191&sz=69&hl
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://img1.fantasticfiction.co.uk/images/n50/n253128.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/r/e-e-richardson/soul-trade.htm&usg=__1Gk9aHXxrsIl-_du5havipq03Ag=&h=485&w=316&sz=20&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=kN-WPxNZv22
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/books/covers/9/the-sandfather-jacket2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/3787/The-Sandfather-by-Linda-Newbery.html&usg=__iffdKb_BlXOnnjCq--q_QattEfo=&h=220&w=143&sz=1


Staff from the visiting schools commented on what an excellent job the Great Baddow students 
did acting as their hosts.  Participating students came from:  
The Brentwood Ursuline School  Moulsham High School    Philip Moramt School 
Davenant Foundation School   The Stanway School    Sweyne Park School 
Hylands School                                    KEGS                             Tabor Science College 
 
Finally, a note about the author:  Linda Newbery  
 
Linda Newbery has published over thirty books, ranging from a picture 
book to teenage fiction. She won the Costa Children's Book of the Year 
Award in 2006 and, for CATCALL, the Silver Award in the 2007 Nestle 
awards.  Born in Essex, Linda lives in rural Northamptonshire with her 

husband and three cats.  She is an active speaker at 
conferences and regularly conducts writing workshops. 
 

The School Librarians  
 

CAKE SALE RAISES FUNDS FOR THE 
HAITI EARTHQUAKE APPEAL  
 
 

 

 
 

On Friday January 29th Great Baddow High School raised money for the devastation following the 
earthquake in Haiti.  The Learning Support staff dressed up as Great Baddow students for the day. The 

students were able to give the staff uniform strikes but had to pay a minimum of 10p to the member of 

staff to do so.  Altogether we raised £57.09.  
 

During morning break the Learning 
Support department held a cake sale in 

Link 1.  Cakes piled around the 
classroom, students lined up outside with 

money in their hands waiting to give their 

money for such a good cause.   The cake 
sale raised Ã167.52. ñBy the looks of it, 

we had a successful day.ò said Mrs Jones, 
Head of Learning Support.   

 

In total we raised £224.61. Thank you to 
all the students and staff who supported 

us. 
 

Adam Mayne 10N1 


